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  CLV September 2020 

Fall is fast approaching! We hope you have enjoyed your summer and have had some time to relax and enjoy the weather. This
month most likely looks different for all of you. I hope you find some helpful resources and events in this months' newsletter to
assist with the changes ahead. 

Lara Foster 
Justine Dooley
 
CLV Family Support Services

  Community Events

Financial Literacy

 

Visit powertobe.ca/event/power-to-summit-vancouver/ to learn more and register!

With many parents juggling their children's virtual school with their
own work or other obligations, it's hard not to stress or feel guilty.

About this Event

This parenting webinar is here to ease the parent (guilt) trap!

We will offer tips to help address concerns such as:

What to do about screen time, now that school is virtual

What to do if you're worried your child may be falling behind
academically

"Supermom" guilt (combating the drive to do it all)

Blancing kids' school and parents' work

How to bond when you are still trapped together

General admission tickets are FREE. 

Register HERE!

About this Event

Parenting can be tough but parenting a special needs child bring it to another level. Therefore we are so
excited to have inviting 5 professionals to offer you some tips, advise and strategies that will support you to

parent you child with additional needs.

At this event you will get an opportunity to listen to 5 professional with experience in supporting children with
additional needs. Furthermore, you will get a chance to ask questions but also to share your own experience,
challenges or success stories. It is a safe and non-judgemental space to meet and connect with like-minded

parents.

Register Here 

  Resources

On July 17, 2020 the Government of Canada announced a one-time $600 payment for people with disabilities. The
payment is meant to help with the extra costs people with disabilities are facing during the COVID-19 pandemic. The

payment is expected to be sent to people sometime this fall or early next year, but no specific date has been
announced.

 
Plan Institute has answered all of the frequently asked questions regarding the one time $600 disability payment.

 
 

Read the FAQs here
 

Thanks Family Support Institute for this weeks' weekly blast of resources and information! 

 

Dr. Jennifer Baumbusch and Dr. Tim Stainton are the Canadian researchers involved in an international survey on the impact of
COVID 19 on individuals with intellectual and developmental disability and their caregivers. Please help us share this

information widely within Canada. The survey is led by the UCD Centre for Disability Studies in Ireland and has a team of 26
researchers working in 19 countries. This survey has full ethical approval and is entirely anonymous. We want to recruit

participants who are 18 years or older and are either (1) a family member of a person of any age who has an intellectual and
developmental disability, or (2) a paid staff member supporting a person or persons of any age who has intellectual and

developmental disabilities. We estimate the survey will take about 25 minutes to complete. Take it here! 

From September 2020 to December 2021, Inclusion BC will be hosting a series of free webinars. When we had
to postpone our 2020 conference, we heard from our members, families and self advocates that they wanted other

ways to connect, learn and share ideas over the next year. We are proud to partner with the Self Advocates
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ways to connect, learn and share ideas over the next year. We are proud to partner with the Self Advocates
of Semiahmoo (SAS) and Uniti to host the series.

The Virtual Learning Series will be organized into three terms (Fall 2020, Winter 2021, and Fall 2021) with
approximately six virtual sessions per term. Sessions will fall into themes, including employment, civic engagement,

advocacy and K-12 education.

 
Read these great tips here! 

Survey Results: parents of students with special needs concerned about return to school

Families need flexibility and clear communication

New Westminster, B.C., (August 18, 2020)  - A recent survey report has reinforced the need to prioritize vulnerable
students during the pandemic. Families and students who require extra support responded to the survey and expressed
the need for proactive communication, flexibility, student involvement and adequate support from schools and the
Ministry of Education.

Over two and a half days, 1102 B.C. parents and guardians of children and youth with disabilities/extra support needs
responded to the short survey, which was created in response to the Government of BC's new announcement of the K-
12 Education Restart Plan. 192 students also responded to the survey.

When schools re-opened in June, we saw large gaps as the education system struggled and often failed to meet the
needs of families equitably within the new learning environment. Students with extra learning needs fell further behind
and many families were driven into crisis.

"When I see that 649 respondents to the survey are considering a different option from public, in person school, I feel
concerned that families are feeling forced out," says Tracy Humphreys, founder and Chair, BCEdAccess Society. "The
loss of so many students with disabilities is a loss of great diversity and strength in the public education system."

"This survey has highlighted the need for flexibility, options and choice for students and families." says Angela Clancy,
Executive Director of the Family Support Institute of British Columbia. "Families need to have confidence in the restart
plan. They need regular and fulsome communication from the ministry to ensure their kids will be safe and have access
to a robust and supported Inclusive Education."

"Hopefully the results of this survey, combined with what we learned in June, will help us start the school year right,
ensuring that all students have equitable access to a quality education," says Karla Verschoor, Executive Director of

Inclusion BC.

Read the results! 

  News

 

Province steps up support for community social
services sector

Organizations and agencies in B.C.'s community social services sector will be better able to build capacity,
support recruitment and retention, and improve occupational health and safety training programs for staff,

thanks to $10 million in one-time funding from the Province. 
Read more here. 

 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Canadian families of
children with disabilities

Despite the various resources that are available for families of children with disabilities (see
the CanChild Note , Child-Bright Network Not , and Children's Healthcare Canada Note  websites
for examples), relatively little is known about the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on families of

children with disabilities. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic may have been particularly hard for
these families because of school closures, reductions in services, and the additional challenges

related to caring for children with disabilities (see Hango, 2020), including  ̶but not limited to
attending clinic and therapy appointments, receiving respite and rehabilitation services, and
obtaining medical equipment, which may have been further amplified during COVID-19. The

purpose of this report is to examine differences in experiences between families of children with and
without disabilities Note  during the COVID-19 pandemic as reported by parents or guardians of

children aged 0 to 14 year. Read the full results. 

New children's complex care transition centre

coming to Vancouver

Better care is on the way for children across the province with extraordinary health needs, requiring complex
care, as government moves forward with a first-of-its-kind children's complex care transition facility in B.C. -  a
leading edge in Canada - with the approval of a concept plan. Read the full article. 

 MAKE A DONATION TO CLV 

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

One of our strengths as a non-profit is the many families whose sons and daughters have or are
presently receiving services through our various programs-as well as the many caregivers, friends and
volunteers who have made a commitment to the organization. Membership can play a strong role in
ensuring the continuation and growth of services and supports. Membership gives you a voice in the
governance and direction of Community Living Victoria.
Please join us and download a membership application HERE!

About Us
Linette Baker - Program Manager, Community Services
lbaker@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 233

Justine Dooley - Family Support
familysupport@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 250

Lara Foster - Family Support
familysupport@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext 236

As always, we're happy to connect with you and your family to find out how we can be a valuable resource for you.  To learn
more  please visit our website.   

Please note, the CLV newsletter is for information purposes only.  We do not necessarily endorse or recommend the services
and programs listed outside of our agency services.
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