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CLV Family Support March Newsletter

Greetings!

All this sun and beautiful weather can sure be inspiration to shed the winter blahs and get back out and have some
fun!
We hope you find a few things in this month's newsletter that will inspire you to do just that!

We would also like to take a quick minute to thank you for being a loyal reader of our newsletter.  Because of you
we have earned a 2015 All Star Award for creating sector leading newsletters that our readers find relevant and
interesting. This is the third year in a row we have achieved this award.  Thank you!

Sincerely,
Lori Frank
CLV Family Support

Upcoming CLV Events & Programs

CLV Autism Services
Winter/Spring 2016 

Registration information for our Social Skills Group (Jan - June 2016) is
available online.

Visit www.communitylivingvictoria.ca under Youth Services.

Social Skills Groups Jan - June 2016
Sidney Group       Mondays  3:30 - 5:30 p.m.  Location: TBA
Cedar Hill Group  Wednesdays  4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Location: Varies
Life: For Realz Group  Wednesdays  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Location: Varies 
Tillicum Group  Fridays  3:30 - 5:30 p.m.  Location: Pearkes 

If you have any questions or require information please email autism@clvic.ca.

We have an intake process for all new youth to our services. We look forward to hearing from you to provide you
with more details.

 Please visit our website and visit Youth Services for more information. 

Teen Community Connections

Teen Community Connections (TCC)
Is a community-based program for teens with developmental
disabilities.
TCC provides an opportunity for teens (aged 13 - 18 yrs) to get out in
the community, make friends, develop social and life skills and
ultimately have fun!
We offer an after school program (Sept - June) and full weekday camps during spring break and summer. TCC
picks the teen up at their school to take them to the actiivites.
There are criteria for teens to be included in this program and the program is for teens that live in the SD 61 area,
for more details contact jeannie@clvic.ca

 Please visit our website and visit Youth Services for more information. 

Other Community Events & Programs

April Second Wave Meeting

Date:  Thursday April 7, 2016
Location: Community Living Victoria, 3861 Cedar Hill Cross Rd.
Time:7-9pm
Topic:Person Centred Planning & Representation Agreements
RSVP not necessary 

The topics to be discussed are Person-Centred Planning and  the Representation Agreement. In
addition, 
Blair Mitchell who is the Senior Advocate with Office of the Representative for Children and Youth
will be joining us.  He will share information about the RCY expanded mandate with regards to
youth up to the age of 24 who are eligible for Community Living BC supports and services.  Blair
will also share draft RCY brochures for Second Wave review and feedback.

We will be exploring ways to do effective person centred planning during the  transition period from
a family perspective and  Bev Kissinger will present on the Representation Agreements in BC -- its
origins, the purpose, intention and implementation. (please see description below).

Representation Agreement Overview 

When my son/daughter turns 19, can I still make decisions for them? In BC, when you turn 19
years of age you are an adult and no one has automatic right to act on your behalf - not a spouse,
family member or paid staff. Although family members and staff have often been looked to for
consent or signing on behalf of an adult with a disability, it is not legal. 
With new awareness about human rights, consent and privacy, there is more importance given to
the Representation Agreement Section 7 (RA7) for adults with developmental disabilities.
Paid staff and employees of facilities cannot be appointed or act as representatives in an RA7.
This is the role for family members and friends. When an adult makes an RA7 it strengthens the
connections between family/friends and the service providers. It clarifies roles and helps everyone
work as a team in support of the adult's needs and wishes. It is based on relationships, self
determination and supported decision making as able.
Representation Agreement Section 7 (RA7)
An RA7 can cover one or all life areas: health, personal care, legal and financial.
Prior to the inception of Representation Agreements, Committee of a person was the only way to
assist in decision making. However a Committee declares the individual a non person not capable
of making any decisions, is a court process costing in the realm of $8,0000.
A Representation Agreement has a cost of $50 if done yourself using forms through NIDUS or
$100 if supported here locally by Bev Kissinger.
BC is the only jurisdication globally where this is possible. 
Example:  Josh is turning 19. He also has a developmental disability and needs some help with
his finances and making health care decisions. A Representation Agreement is a way that he can
give legal authority to the people he trusts and who care about him so they can help him advocate
for his choices and preferences. 

Resources & News
BC Disability Caucus Rally

You're invited ... to a rally for economic justice for people with disabilities in BC at the BC Legislature on
Wednesday April 13th @ 11 am. (bus pass clawback, raise the rates, & spotlighting our marginalization in the
workforce).

BC Disability Caucus

Magic Wand Project

Celebrate your prom with the Magic Wand Project!

The Magic Wand Project is a non-profit that organization that offers an
inexpensive alternative to prom outfits for both boys and girls.

Complete outfits including dresses, suits, tuxedoes, shoes and accessories are
available to borrow.  

If you have already graduated recycle your outfit by donating it to the Magic
Wand Project!

For more information and for when boutique days are scheduled please contact
Elizabeth Surerus at 250-658-0246 or email esurerus@telus.net. 
You can also find information on their website: http://www.themagicwandproject.ca/

MAKE A DONATION	TO CLV

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
A few of our strengths as a non-profit is the many families whose sons and daughters have or
are presently receiving services through our various programs-as well as the many caregivers,
friends and volunteers who have made a commitment to the organization. Membership can
play a strong role in ensuring the continuation and growth of services and supports.
Membership gives you a voice in the governance and direction of Community Living Victoria.
Please join us and download a membership application HERE!

About Us
Linette Baker - Program Manager, Community Services
lbaker@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 233

Lori Frank - Family Support 
lfrank@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 236

Family Support Program
As always, we're happy to connect with you and your family to find out how we can be a valuable resource for you.
 To learn more please visit our website.   

Events Line
Please visit our website or phone our information line (250) 477-
7231 ext. 221 to learn what is happening locally and provincially.

Please note, the CLV newsletter is for information purposes only.  We do not necessarily endorse or recommend
the services and programs listed outside of our agency services.
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