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For the past 23 years, Community Living Victoria (CLV) has surveyed
families and individuals regarding their experience with the support
our agency has provided to families through our Family Support
Services. We have received important feedback from you that guides
our work.  It also assists us in obtaining grants which enable us to
continue our work. Family Support does not receive government
funding and relies on fundraising initiatives to provide this service.

Survey is open until March 3, 2023

We thank you for your participation!

Individual and Family Survey

Justine Dooley
Alexis Malo
CLV Family Support

CLV Announcements

Community Events

More Info

Register Here

Since GOV began, the goal for the leadership training has been
simple and unwavering: Provide Indigenous youth with the tools to
work towards a better tomorrow by improving themselves and the
world in which they live. Over the course of four days, delegates
gather from across Canada to participate in ceremonies, workshops
and engaging, informative and educational experiences.

More Info

Community-Led Collaboration Project Information Session.

The Community-Led Collaboration Project is an opportunity for
communities in British Columbia to engage in meaningful and
inclusive conversations about how to create a better network of
services and supports for children and youth with support needs and
their families. The Provincial Working Group will present how this
project will do community engagement across B.C.

Register Here

Understanding Stress Injury and Enhancing Resiliency

Canadian Mental Health Association BC Division presents
Understanding Stress Injury and Enhancing Resiliency - Tuesday, 14
March 2023 - Find event and ticket information below.

Read More

You are invited to drop in and join us...

Sooke Autism Support Society's Monthly Meeting is Tuesday, March
21st at 7pm, @ the Sooke Seaparc.

This months topic is Getting Your Teen/Adult Prepared for
Employment & Volunteering. Guest Speakers are Karina Zobolotny,
TeenWork Manager and Melissa MacEwan, TeenWork Job Coach
with CanAssist.

COCF SibShops information:
Sibkids runs the last Saturday of every month. 10 am-3pm.

Sibteens runs the third Thursday of every month. 4:30pm-7:30pm.

Both are at 1595 Bay Street. $30 per session, if a non-member.

Click here for information on SibShops Spring 2023 session.

Click here for more information on the COCF SibShops program +
Registration forms.

SASS SibShops information:

Sibkids Program running April 4, 11, 18 & 25 from 3:30 – 5:30 pm at
Seaparc in Sooke (this is for kids aged 6-11). 

Registration form

SibTeens Program running April 4, 11, 18 & 25 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at
Seaparc in Sooke (this is for individuals aged 12-17).

Registration form

Inclusion BC launched a civic engagement campaign to connect our
members and community ambassadors with MLAs across British
Columbia. The campaign, Diversity Includes, is designed to highlight
the themes that are of most importance to people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their families – taking into account that
too often they are left out of conversations on diversity and inclusion
in our communities. 
To connect with your MLA and become a community ambassador
please email info@inclusionbc.org 
Here are some resources that will take you through the experience of
being a Community Ambassador. 

Visit our Website

BCPF Presentation: Using Social Media For Activism &
Advocacy

BC People First presents BCPF Presentation: Using Social Media For
Activism & Advocacy - Saturday, 4 March 2023 - Find event and ticket
information below.

Read More

Resources

Dear Parent, Primary Caregiver or Guardian,

We are writing to invite you and your family to participate in a research
project that we are conducting at the different pediatric centres in
British Columbia. We are working as part of a research team that is
implementing a Canadian Cerebral Palsy (CP) Registry. The main
purpose of this registry is to get information to try to better understand
what causes cerebral palsy.
The Canadian research team plans to recruit as many as possible
families for the CP Registry across Canada every year. This Registry
will be the first of its kind in North America but will be similar to other
national CP Registries in Australia and parts of Europe.

As part of this project, we will review the mother’s pregnancy health
chart as well as your child’s birth chart, and medical and rehabilitation
health records. Also, we will complete an interview to ask questions
about the mother’s pregnancy and past medical history. The entire
interview should take about 20 to 30 minutes and can be done in
person or on the phone.
By participating in this study, you and your family may help improve
our understanding of what causes CP and may help enhance services
for families of children with CP. It also helps us understand the
incidence and prevalence of CP and if, how and why it differs from
other provinces in Canada. Your participation in this project is entirely
voluntarily. The decision to participate in this registry will not affect
your child’s care at the BC centre(s) where your child receives
treatment.

Your interest in this study is greatly appreciated. If you have any
questions about the project, please call or leave a message for
Vivian Wong, the research coordinator for this project, at 604-
875-2345, extension 458268 or vivian.wong@cw.bc.ca. We would
be happy to provide further details about the project at which time you
can decide whether or not you would like to participate.

Thank you very much for considering this invitation,
___________________________
Ram Mishaal, MD
Developmental Pediatrician and Child Neurologist Medical Director,
Neuromotor Program
Sunny Hill Health Centre
BC Children’s Hospital, Vancouver, BC University of British Columbia 

Welcome to Audrey Deutschmann who is the new Vancouver Island
Community Engagement Specialist at Disability Alliance BC. She
works alongside our partners, Plan Institute and the BC Aboriginal
Network on Disability Society (BCANDS), and the Access RDSP
program, working to promote the Registered Disability Savings Plan
(RDSP) across British Columbia.  
 
She is part of a new Island Health funded project that targets access
to the Registered Disability Savings Plan for youth (ages 19 and
under) on Vancouver Island. Our goal is to see more eligible families
connected with the long-term financial benefits of opening an RDSP
for their children with disabilities.   
 
She is willing to offer free educational resources, workshops, or even
1-on-1 assistance to those who want help setting up an RDSP or
qualifying for the requisite Disability Tax Credit.
 
Check out her information and resources below:

Audrey Deutschmann (she/her)
Vancouver Island Community Engagement Specialist
Disability Alliance BC 
P: 778-922-3744
E:  audrey@disabilityalliancebc.org
W: www.disabilityalliancebc.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DisabAllianceBC
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DisabilityAllianceBC   

PDF Copy

Find a Service Coordinator in your area who will support you to find
out more about the grants and supports provided through Jordan's
Principle.

Service Coordinator Map

Project Introduction Video

Apply Here

Embrace Aging Month

Eldercare’s annual Embrace Aging Month is back! 
This March, check out what the community has to offer at the 55+
Lifestyle Show. Attend free senior-focused workshops at the
Yakimovich Wellness Centre to help you navigate the journey of
aging. Check out and learn about the local resources available for
seniors.

Read More

Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS) is offering free tax services
to those with low income and a simple tax situation, up to their last 4
years of taxes. This service can be accessed by you, or on behalf of
someone. Contact tax@tapsbc.ca for more information.
 
Click Here to access their brochure.

Discounts for People with Disabilities * Victoria Disability
Resource Centre

Please note: this information is subject to change without notice by
the service providers. None of these organizations are endorsed by
the VDRC, and you should use discretion. If you find any information
in this list that has changed, please contact us at
reception@drcvictoria.com so we can update our database.

Read More

BC Lions Gamechanger Program - BC Lions

The BC Lions Football Club was the first CFL team to take steps to
provide fans on the Autism Spectrum a more comfortable game
experience. Partnering with Pacific Autism Family Network to create
the GAMECHANGERS program, the two organizations came together
in 2017 to ensure families affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder have
a better experience and are able to attend and cheer on their CFL
team at [...]

Read More

Canadian Cerebral Palsy Registry

The Canadian Cerebral Palsy (CP) Registry is a confidential, nation-
wide collection of medical and social information about children with
cerebral palsy. The Registry provides researchers with the
approximate number of children with cerebral palsy across Canada,
and data in the Registry helps researchers explore reasons behind
the causes of cerebral palsy, in addition to supporting studies which
may lead to improvements in the overall care of children with CP.

Read More

Register Here

Register Here

FASD Respite Grant - The Asante Centre

The Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) - in
partnership with The Asante Centre and Carrier Sekani Family
Services - will distribute respite funding to support families with
children with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). This includes
children and youth without official diagnoses. $3080/year for two years
(for a total of 6160).

Read More

News

Province announces additional funding for accessible taxis |
DABC

The B.C. government has announced that additional funding has been
allocated to launch its Passenger Transportation Accessibility
Program. DABC is pleased to see that additional funding will support
increasing the amount of accessible taxis available, and we certainly
hope that the owners/operators of these taxis will receive
comprehensive and meaningful accessibility training.

Read More

"Canada’s MAID laws are missing fundamental safeguards for
vulnerable people. That needs to change."
A medical assistance in dying provider speaks out against the lack of
critical safeguards in our MAiD system to protect Canada's most
vulnerable, including people with disabilities.

View the link

New fund will protect thousands of renters in B.C.

More renters in B.C. will be protected from housing speculators and
profiteers through the creation of a new $500-million Rental Protection
Fund dedicated to protecting tenants and preserving affordable rental
homes for decades. "Today, we're taking action to protect renters who
found an affordable place to live, but are worried their building will be
bought out from underneath them," said Premier David Eby.

Read More

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
 
One of our strengths as a non-profit is the many families whose sons
and daughters have or are presently receiving services through our
various programs-as well as the many caregivers, friends and
volunteers who have made a commitment to the organization.
Membership can play a strong role in ensuring the continuation and
growth of services and supports. Membership gives you a voice in the
governance and direction of Community Living Victoria.

Please join us and download a membership application HERE!
 
 
About Us
Erin Cowderoy - Program Director, Community Services
ecowderoy@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 233
 
Justine Dooley - Family Support
familysupport@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 250
 
Alexis Malo - Family Support Newsletter | Home Share and Host
Agency Coordinator
amalo@clvic.ca
250-883-3811
 
As always, we're happy to connect with you and your family to find out
how we can be a valuable resource for you. 

Please note, the CLV newsletter is for information purposes only. We
do not necessarily endorse or recommend the services and programs
listed outside of our agency services.

Visit our website
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