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Greetings!

November is here! The fall colors we have are just beautiful this time of year. 
This month's letter is overflowing with events and information to keep you
informed, educated and entertained all month!  Enjoy!

Sincerely,
Lori Frank & Lara Foster
CLV Family Support

 

 Upcoming CLV Events & Programs

We can't wait to see Citizen West in a few months! The good seats go fast!
Grab your tickets at:

http://www.rmts.bc.ca/events/citizen-west-2017

Take a listen to Citizen West!

 Other Community Events & Programs

Second Wave, Transitioning resource is
happening this week!

Please join us Thursday, November 2, from 7-9 pm at
Community Living Victoria (CLV) at 3861 Cedar Hill Cross
Rd. 

Bev Kissinger is our guest and will be talking about Representation
Agreements (RA's) and why they are important. 

Then we will be discussing a valuable tool, the workbook "Safe and Secure -
Seven Steps On the Path To A Good Life For People With Disabilities". This
book has been put together by many families, organizations like PLAN, self
advocates and government agencies.  Some of the 7 steps covered include:
clarifying your vision, creating a home, achieving financial security and ending
with securing your plan.

There will be time for a question and answer period as well, so bring your
questions!

A $150 Grant towards the RDSP for BC residents 

Plan Institute, Disability Alliance of BC, and the British Columbia Aboriginal
Network on Disability Society have united to launch a new program designed to

help British Columbians with disabilities learn about and access tax benefits
that will help them save for the future. As part of this initiative, Plan Institute is
distributing a one-time $150 grant to help low-income British Columbians to

start growing their RDSP, thanks to the support of the Vancouver Foundation.
Endowment 150 grants are available for individuals and families with low-

incomes who are residents of BC and have an RDSP. Read the requirements
and make sure you send in all the items on the checklist with your Application

Form.

The Barn School 

The Barn School is currently offering a special rate (335$ for all 4 sessions) for its 4-
week program. The first program starts November 6th for home learners age 6 - 12
years old, running four consecutive Mondays from 9:30 am - 2:30 pm. The second

program starts November 14th for home learners ages 4 -7 years old, running
consecutive Tuesdays from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. We will also be offering playgroups

for babies and children up to age three. Programs will also be available for children or
adults, with both private and group sessions available; please inquire with any

questions about the nature or availability of any of these program.

For more on The Barn School's background and Founder Julia Morgan, please visit 
The Barn School's Facebook page or website for more information. 

Nominate someone you know for a 2017 WOW Award! 

Community Living BC's Widening Our World (WOW) Awards celebrate people who
are building welcoming communities for people with diverse abilities.

No matter who they are or where they live in B.C., tell us about your inclusion
champion! (WOW) Awards celebrate people who are building welcoming communities

for people with diverse abilities.

Nominations for the 2017 WOW Awards can be submitted from: Oct 18 - Nov 30th
2017. Read more about the nomination guidelines and application process here! 

Please join us for an early afternoon of meeting other Moms (and female
guardians) who experience similar joys and challenges raising children, youth
or young adults with "diff-abilities". You may share stories and concerns, and

brainstorm ideas in a respectful environment.
Childcare will be provided in an adjacent room. Please advise Laurie-Anne if
you plan to bring offspring (of any age) who will need care. No food will be

permitted in the room where care is provided, and Moms will be responsible for
any personal care or toileting assistance which may be required.

Because of allergies, this will be a fragrance-free event.
Special thanks to Cordova Bay United Church, for generously allowing us the

use of their space. There is ample free, accessible parking.
With advance notice, we may also be able to help find shared rides/car-

pooling.

November coffee group:  Monday, Nov 27th at 10 am - 12 pm
December's coffee group: Monday, Dec 18th at 12:30 - 2:30 pm 

Where: 813 Claremont Ave, Saanich 

We always welcome new participants!

 Resources & News

Resources, Education, Employment and Support
Cool Aid Society

Need help with the Person With Disability Application? 

REES, through the Cool Aid society assist individuals and families with the Person
With Disability (PWD) Benefit Application! They have a group of dedicated volunteers
M-F, 9 am - 5 pm  who can support individuals and families with the income assistance

and PWD application. REES asssits witht he online application as well as the
supporting medical documentation requirements.

For families or individuals to access this support they just need to call REES at 250-
595-8619 and ask to make an appointment to have assistance with the income

assistance application. 

Survey for Parents of Special Needs Students
regarding restraint and seclusion in schools

  
Inclusion BC is conducting a survey for parents and guardians of students with

special needs.
In 2013, Inclusion BC and the Family Support Institute launched an initiative to
address growing reports of children being subjected to restraint and seclusion

in BC schools. A provincial survey indicated these practices were frequent,
often leading to physical and emotional trauma, and causing many families to

pull their children from the public school system. We urged the Ministry of
Education to take firm action to eliminate or severely limit such practices and to

require formal documentation and reporting of all incidents.
 

The Education Ministry responded with new provincial guidelines that called on
school boards and independent school authorities to review and/or develop
policies and practices based on the provincial guidelines, and to ensure that

employees are informed about them. Our research shows that only 1/3 of
School Boards have done so.

 
Since there is still no reporting requirement, we are asking parents/guardians

to complete this 10 - 15-minute survey reviewing current practices. Responses
will remain completely anonymous and will drive Inclusion BC's ongoing

advocacy to eliminate such practices while improving training and supports
within our schools.

Please take time to complete the survey!
 

 

The Annual BC Bus Pass Program & 
Transportation Supplement

 MAKE A DONATION TO CLV 

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
One of our strengths as a non-profit is the many families whose sons
and daughters have or are presently receiving services through our
various programs-as well as the many caregivers, friends and
volunteers who have made a commitment to the organization.
Membership can play a strong role in ensuring the continuation and
growth of services and supports. Membership gives you a voice in
the governance and direction of Community Living Victoria.
Please join us and download a membership application HERE!

About Us
Linette Baker - Program Manager, Community Services
lbaker@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 233

Lori Frank - Family Support 
lfrank@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 236

Lara Foster - Family Support
lfoster@clvic.ca
250-474-3830 ext. 225

Family Support Program
As always, we're happy to connect with you and your family to find out how we can
be a valuable resource for you.  To learn more please visit our website.   

Events Line
Please visit our website or phone our information line (250) 477-
7231 ext. 221 to learn what is happening locally and provincially.

Please note, the CLV newsletter is for information purposes only.  We do not
necessarily endorse or recommend the services and programs listed outside of our
agency services.
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