
     

Visit our website
 

CLV Family and Parent Support Newsletter

September 2025

We hope the summer months provided you with some good memories
with your family and friends! As many are returning to school and
other familiar routines this September, may you have a good start to
this new season!

Check out the newsletter for events and programs starting up again
this fall!

Justine Dooley
CLV Family Support Program

Alyssa Strohschein
CLV Parent Support Program

CLV Announcements

RSVP Here

Meeting Registration- Zoom

Email TCC

Community Events

This professional development opportunity is for parents, teachers,
ECEs, EAs, SEAs and other educational support staff. It will take
place during the province-wide professional development day on
Friday, October 24, 2025

More Info

SUMMIT 2025 - Down syndrome BC (September 27th)

This event is a one-of-it’s kind day celebrating and centering the Down
syndrome community. At Down syndrome BC we aim to make our
community events as accessible as possible, and are committed to
making the cost to this wonderful day as low as we can. Your ticket
includes morning snacks, coffee, tea and refreshments throughout the
day, a beautiful lunch and a day packed full of information, connection
and discovery. We will be offering a larger Market this year with more
vendors, as well as a growing information center, giving you the
opportunity to learn about supports and resources through out our
province.

Read More

Embrace runs a variety of arts based classes for children, teens, and
adults of all abilities. Some of these classes are run independently by
Embrace and some are run in collaboration with other fantastic local
organizations based in the CRD.

More info and Registration

More Info and Registration

Register Here

Register here

Register Here

More Info & Events

Becoming well-informed about wills, trusts and estate planning is
necessary to secure the financial future of your loved one with a
disability. In this workshop, Geoffrey White will explain how to arrange
your estate, prepare a will, and the various ins and outs of setting up a
trust specifically for your relative or loved-one with a disability.

More info and Registration

Welcome Back Wonderful SASS Community!
 
We are ready to provide another year of amazing Meetings,
Education, Events, Grants & various other Support to families in
Sooke on the Autism Journey!
 
SASS MONTHLY CAREGIVER EDUCATION & SUPPORT
MEETING
 
o  Where – Seaparc Boardroom
o  When – Thursday, September 25 @ 7:00 pm
o  What – Welcome Back & Connect with Your Sooke MFCD Case
Worker & Here about Autism Funding Updates!
o  Who – Kimberly Skillings, CYSN Social Worker Ministry of
Children & Family Development
o  This meeting is graciously sponsored by Pizzability!

SASS PRIVATE SWIM GRANTS – We are delighted to have
provided grants for 10 families in Sooke! 
 

We are absolutely THRILLED to be able to support 10 families
in Sooke provide private Swim Lessons to their loved ones with
Autism!
We expect to offer the next cycle of Private Swim Grants in
Summer 2026.
This grant program is generously sponsored by the Sooke Lions
Club.

 
 
SASS SOCIAL GROUP PLANNING MEETING VIA ZOOM -
Thursday, September 4 at 6:30 pm 
 

This Zoom Meeting now happens the first Thursday of every
month at 6:30 pm via Zoom – We welcome and encourage new
group members!
Participants on this meeting discuss and plan for their monthly
in-person activity.
So far, this group has enjoyed activities including bowling,
playing board games, Laser Tag, Mini Golf, French Beach, the
Flying Squirrel, Pumpkin Carving, Qasar’s Arcade & more!

Lane is our facilitator for this group 
 
STUDENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY WITH SASS!
 

We are actively seeking a Sooke High School to assist us with
updating our website which is operated on the WIX platform.
We would love to focus on this update October – December
2025 so it is ready for the New Year!
If you know someone who is looking for Volunteer Hours, has
some experience with website design, and is available please
have them reach out to us at sooke.sass@gmail.com
This is a great way to give back to the community while adding
something wonderful to a student resume or University
application.

 
SASS SIBKIDS SIBSHOPS – Registration to begin in November
2025 for a January 2026 Start!
 

This is an awesome program for siblings of those with special
needs - Advanced Registration is required.
We will be running a series of sessions in January & February
2026!
We will be updating our website at www.sooke-sass.com and
providing updates to the Sibshops Registration shortly.
We are incredibly grateful to the District of Sooke who recently
provided us with a Grant to support Sibkids Sibshops!

 
SASS AUTISM RESOURCE HUB @ The Sooke Regional Library
 

Check out the wonderful variety of books, games, videos, and
various learning resources available!
If you have items you would like to donate to the resource hub,
we are happy to graciously accept them to share with other
families who need them 

Learn More

Join us for an evening of learning and connection as we launch the
highly anticipated Leaders of Inclusive Child Care online training and
leadership handbook!

This free online event will introduce you to the course and offer you a
short workshop of your choice aligned with the principles in the
training: Identity, Awareness, Care, and Collective Wisdom. Don’t
miss out on this opportunity to enhance your knowledge of inclusion,
connect with child care leaders across BC, and earn professional
development hours!

Register Here

Sign-up Here

Register here

Resources

September School Checklist - Inclusion BC

Prepping for a new year, new teacher, and new needs If there's one
thing that can reduce stress, it's a helpful list! We've put together a
checklist of things to do to help you adjust to a new school year and
set you and your child up for a successful transition into a new
classroom.

Read more

More Info and Registration

CNIB Advocacy Mentorship Network

Discover the tools and techniques you need to channel your
frustrations and concerns into constructive advocacy efforts by joining
the CNIB Advocacy Mentorship Network!

This innovative program pairs aspiring advocates with experienced
mentors, fostering a supportive environment where knowledge,
resources, and guidance are shared. 

Read More

JDF FC - Adaptive Soccer

The JDF Adaptive Soccer Program is an exciting initiative that opens
the world of organized soccer to children with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Our mission is to create a fun, inclusive,
and non-competitive environment where every child can experience
the joy of being part of a team.

Read More

Library of Lived Experience - Connect | Create | Advocate

Connect. Create. Advocate. The Library elevates the voices of
neurodiverse individuals, their families, and caregivers. Lived
experience is a tool for advocacy and change to build thriving
communities.

Read More

Request Service Online

Women of Distinction Awards

It's more than just an award.

It’s a symbol of progress, and togetherness. 

It’s about bringing our diverse community side-by-side to empower
one another. To stay true to our mission of advancing gender equity.

It’s a celebration of over forty years of rallying behind women and
gender-diverse people who are beacons of progress. People who
have raised their voices to raise the standards for all.

It’s a platform where we can all feel seen and heard. To celebrate
women who are making a difference every single day. Recognizing
the mosaic of intersectional obstacles we’ve overcome, to carve our
different paths towards the same goals. 

Nominate here

News

We’re pleased to share that the recent report from BC’s Standing
Committee on Finance reflects the recommendations we brought
forward - thanks to the collective efforts of our members and partners
across the province.

Here are a few highlights where our recommendations were noted:

Inclusive childcare (p. 59): call for additional funding in Supported
Child Development

K-12 Education & child care (p. 61): recognition of the need to support
children with complex developmental needs

Health services, transition planning, and housing. (p. 78):
acknowledgment of urgent gaps and need for investment

Complex Needs Strategy (p. 79): strong case made for a Complex
Needs Strategy
There’s still more work ahead to ensure a strong disability lens in BC’s
budget, but this is an important step forward. Together, we’re building
momentum for greater inclusion, belonging, and opportunity.

Read Full Report Here

BC Bus Pass digital fare validation enabled - BC Transit

BC Transit and the Province of British Columbia are pleased to
announce that effective September 1, BC Bus Pass fare products are
enabled for contactless tap validation in transit systems that operate
Umo digital payments.

Read More

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
 
One of our strengths as a non-profit is the many families whose sons
and daughters have or are presently receiving services through our
various programs-as well as the many caregivers, friends and
volunteers who have made a commitment to the organization.
Membership can play a strong role in ensuring the continuation and
growth of services and supports. Membership gives you a voice in the
governance and direction of Community Living Victoria.

Please join us and download a membership application HERE!
 
Contact Us
info@clvic.ca
250-477-7231
 
Family Support
familysupport@clvic.ca
250-477-7231 ext. 250
 
 
As always, we're happy to connect with you and your family to find out
how we can be a valuable resource for you. 

Please note, the CLV newsletter is for information purposes only. We
do not necessarily endorse or recommend the services and programs
listed outside of our agency services.

We acknowledge and respect the lək̓ʷəŋən peoples on whose
traditional territory CLV provides services and supports, and the
Songhees and Esquimalt nations whose historical relationships with
the land continue to this day.

Visit our Website
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